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I write regarding_ today's ·rapidly· evolving video marketplac~. ~P.~cific:any the-challen,ge$ 
· apd opportun.i_ties·it pre$ents for many, independe11i'programmers-and rotaVtelev:ision 
vi_¢wef?. A~: th~ Commission review§ vid~~ mf!-r~et: compeWi,on an~i. pr~pq~~4 ind.ustry 
consolidation, ·it shoulO ensure that the ,pubHc interest benefitsresulting;frotma·dynamic .vide0 
~arlq~t are m~i~t.ai~eg, for citi.z~_ns_ !i:Vln.g . .i,n, rur~J are{!S. Th~pen4,ing mergers b~fore tlle 

: dommissfon'ofier an.opp<>rtunity to advance innovation, competition, and access to ifrlportan~t 
eo11fent fbr-a/l:A:rnericans. 

As:you -know, America's fa.rme;s and· tanchers ,rely on rural-fooused programmin$ to 
r¢cdve important i.(lfprffiatipt,IJbtif helpsJhem rem&in. ~ompetjtive in the global agricµltural 
ec.onomy: Aflditionaliy,_.many hard;.working American _fgmffies Wa'tlt the volte oftheirrural 
co.mmµt;i,itl.es. tepresenied as an option pn ;t_heir programmip:g ljneup, When muJtlchann.el video 
programmfog,di'strihut02·s grpwt consumers in both'rµral and urbaii ·patts,.o{th~ 9ou.n.try should 

''benefit from economies·.of scale. Those benefits should.extend. be¥ond next-generatjon products 
an'1 pla,ffonl\&., .The,.y should also include m.eefing consµmC.r d.emal)d for c.Qntertt:thaftetlects 
uniquelyturaf interests. 

lt is important thar our natiort•s vitieo market continues to fmpt.ove accesSlo 
p.rog,ramming. l ask that the Commission .• when using ifs·public '.interest-standa:r-d~ properly· 
·account for the ii:npottarice Qf rut~L¢iHz~tt~ and c9nS.id~r fh¢:effe_c;U,. of con$o.l.id~tion .Oft . 
independent programmers· ana the,ir: viewers.' 

Thank you for your attentionlo tnfs 'itnportant mat1er .. 
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